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 Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida Cabinet next week are expected to consider nearly $40 million in

land deals that would help keep more than 17,000 acres from future development.

Targeted sites range from 2.85 acres of hardwood hammocks in the Florida Keys to 932 acres of

ranchland in Hardee County to a 3,610-acre parcel in the Wolfe Creek Forest in the Panhandle.

Gov. Ron DeSantis eyeing $40 million
conservation deal
By
Jim Turner, NSF
on
Wed, Mar 23, 2022 at 4:52 pm SEND A NEWS TIP
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State staff members have recommended that all 10 conservation deals be approved during a

Cabinet meeting Tuesday. DeSantis, Attorney General Ashley Moody, Agriculture Commissioner

Nikki Fried and state Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis will meet for the first time since

September.

The proposals include using $16.75 million from the Florida Forever land-conservation program and

$3.66 million from the state’s Rural and Family Lands Protection Program to keep five of the tracts,

totaling 12,783 acres, from future development. Another five pieces of environmentally sensitive

land would total just over 4,353 acres.

The land in the Keys is 2.85 acres of islands in an “area of critical state concern” with at least 11

development rights. It would cost $540,000, 90 percent of the land’s appraised value.

“The acquisition of this subject property will prevent future development and help continue efforts

to sustain hurricane evacuations to under 24 hours,” a staff report said.

The proposal with the biggest price tag, $10.6 million, involves purchasing a conservation easement

on 6,864 acres in the Fisheating Creek ecosystem in Glades County. Conservation easements

generally limit development but allow continued use for such things as agriculture. Owner Lykes

Bros, Inc., would be able to continue using the land for agriculture and recreational hunting.

Four of the projects that will go before DeSantis and the Cabinet could have outside funding to

reduce state costs.

The federal Forest Legacy Program could provide $1.622 million for a proposed $2.163 million

purchase of 313.4 acres in the Wakulla Springs area south of Tallahassee.

Meanwhile, a $9.47 million purchase of 3,610 acres in the Wolfe Creek Forest in Santa Rosa County

could be offset by $2.9 million from the Forest Legacy Program and another $1.8 million from the

private Knobloch Family Foundation.

Also, a $700,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation

Service would cut in half a conservation easement deal for 501 acres of ranch land in Hardee

County.

And a $2 million grant from the U.S. Department of Defense’s Readiness and Environmental

Protection Initiative Program could help pay for a $2.26 million acquisition of 932 acres near the
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Avon Park Air Force Range in Okeechobee County.

DeSantis and the Cabinet also will consider:

—- Spending $1.469 million for a conservation easement on 354 acres in the Lake Wales Ridge area

of Highlands County.

—- Spending $4.675 million for a conservation easement on 4,132 acres in the Red Hills region in

Jefferson and Leon counties.

—- Spending $1.19 million for 160 acres in the Santa Fe River basin in southern Columbia County.

—- Spending $5.8 million for 241 acres in the Pumpkin Hill Creek area in Duval County.

– 


Stay on top of Central Florida news and views with our weekly newsletters, and consider supporting

this free publication. Our small but mighty team is working tirelessly to bring you Central Florida

news, and every little bit helps.

Scroll to read more Florida News articles

Join the Orlando Weekly Press Club


Local journalism is information. Information is power. And we believe everyone deserves access to accurate independent coverage of
their community and state.


Help us keep this coverage going with a one-time donation or an ongoing membership pledge.
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John Morgan bought his son's Winter Park
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Winter Park power couple, space travelers
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Dome’ house's transformation into UFO-
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Orange County Sheriff's Office deputies
treat selves for overdose after alleged
fentanyl exposure
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Forensic engineering firm hired to investigate deadly Icon Park fall

By Alex Galbraith Apr 4, 2022
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A 12-foot alligator moved into a Florida home before new owners could

Alachua County voter fraud case pulls the mask off of Florida Republicans'
walk-back of felon voting rights

By Colin Wolf Mar 31, 2022

By Carolina Ilvento and Alexander Lugo, Fresh Take Florida Apr 4, 2022
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Tampa's viral hairless creature has been identified

By Alex Galbraith Apr 1, 2022

Disney announces opening date for 'Guardians of the Galaxy' ride at Epcot

ALSO IN NEWS

By Ashley Maria Bermudez Apr 5, 2022|
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